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Outline

• RSB Updates

• WM data

• WM events this year

• Meet the committee – well, some of them 

• WM events to come / in planning

• Questions for the committee / suggestions for future events



RSB and COVID-19

• Postponed all in-person events until 
further notice

• Big Biology Day grants suspended

• COVID-19 bulletin

• Online education resources / 
training courses / events



Impact





1 Naoroji Street



Winner of the Professional 
Publishers Awards Scotland 

Specialist Magazine 

of the Year 2019





West 
Midlands 
Branch



Jan 2020 



Jan 2020 







Social Media

Twitter

@RSBWestMids 620 followers

Instagram

https://www.instagram.com/rsb_west_midlands/



Events over the last 12 months



December 2019



January 2020

Talk on Blood 
Vessels

Tudor Grange 
School, Solihull



February 2020

Forestry Talk

The new Institute 
of Forest 
Research,

BiFoR

University of 
Birmingham



February 
2020 

Darwin Festival, 

Shrewsbury

Darwin’s Worms

Emma Sherlock

NHM



February 2020

Committee 
Meeting

University 
of Warwick

Dr Philip Young



COVID-19 
Talk + Q&A

RSB Twitter 
Take-over

Daniel

May 
2020



May, June, July, August, Sept, Oct

Virtual 
Quizzes

Jill & Ben



Online Committee Meetings
April, June, September



West Midlands’ Branch Committee

Chair: Dr Sue Howarth CBiol FRSB
Treasurer: Lesley Payne CBiol MRSB
External Communication Secretary: 
Lesley Payne CBiol MRSB
Meetings Secretary: Amelia Lakin
AMRSB
Student Engagement Coordinator: Dr
Phillip Young FRSB
Events Coordinators: Norma 
Broadbridge MBE FRSB, Dr Caroline 
Day CBiol FRSB, Dr Daniel Franklin 
MRSB, Ben Glover, Dr Jill Johnson 
MRSB, Dr Luisa Orsini MRSB, Dr Sarah 
Williams MRSB.



BSc (Hons) Human 

Biology

MSc Biomedical SciencePhlebotomist.

Biomedical Assistant, Virology 

& Molecular Biology.

Meetings Secretary

Social Media 
(Instagram)

Amelia Lakin, AMRSB



Luisa Orsini, MRSB

Our newest committee member

Senior Lecturer in Biosystems and Environmental Change at the 
University of Birmingham



Ben Glover

Youngest RSB branch committee member?



Jill Johnson PhD 
MRSB
Lecturer in Biomedical Science
College of Health and Life Sciences, Aston University
West Midlands branch committee member and quizmaster
Girl Guide Leader
Biocrafter
Cat lover

https://research.aston.ac.uk/en/persons/jill-johnson                     drjilljohnson.org                              Instagram: @darwinmacbraveheart



Sue Howarth FRSB, Chair RSB/WM



Future Events - Definite

• Charter Lecture 

• November quiz

• AGM + Hedgehog talk



Charter Lecture: 07 Oct 2020



November Virtual Quiz



November AGM & Hedgehog Talk



Future Events – Planning 



December Quiz and Xmas Social

• Quiz

• AN Other 
game/puzzle

• Short talk/s –
speaker/s wanted



Pioneers of Biology series

• Frank Pantridge – Developed the portable defibrillator
• Creating a new rhythm for life – 19th February in Northern Ireland



Pioneers of Biology series

Maurice Wilkins –
produced the first clear X-
ray images of DNA; shared 
the 1962 Nobel Prize for 
Physiology with Watson & 
Crick

Speaker: Sir Paul Nurse

Venue: University of 
Birmingham



Photography Competition



Online Darwin Festival Feb 2021

Search is on for speaker



Visit to Slimbridge, WWT



Visit to 
BiFoR



Questions and Suggestions



Thank you


